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Immunization
50X1 .

1. [ |
50X1 \ two immunizations which | \ 50X1
knowledge were to prevent typhold fever. | | 50X1

50X1 at no time did 50X1
lmmunizations belng glven to any POWs in the erore .

50X1
50x1 2. The immunizations|  |were given under the supervision of & 50X1
Soviet women doctor by & German POW doctor in the camp. Although
there were sbout 4500 prisoners et Makesay at the time, there was
only one hypodermic needle availeble for the immunizetion of all the 50X1
50X1 prisoners., all of the prisoners received this preventive

treatment because Soviet camp officials were concerned by the high
death rate that was cutting down the prisoner labor force. It was at
50X1 thet time| ~ |the Boviet camp officials express considersble
concern over typhold fever and shortly therfa.f:ber. the immunizatlon
rogram took plece. The two immunizations re given\
50X1 in the space of a very short time,) \ 50X1
50X1 - ‘ number of days in between. |in this camp for three years 50X1
end these two lmmunizations all] | and to.the
[POWs received more than two
immunizetlions during their stey in this camp. ‘

50X1

3. There were some prisoners in the Maksey cemp suffering from malarie
whob!,received shots in connection with the treatment of malaria.
Hos&'"ev;er, only those prisoners who had melaria received malarie shots
becate there was not enough maleris serum to immunize all of the POWs.
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Prevalent Diseases 50X1
The most ::revalent diseases in all of the POW camps 50X1

were, in order of incidence: dysentery, typhus, typhoid, and a disease known
es "kopfrose" which was similar to an eczema of the head and which was
sccompanied with high fever, There was also considerable malaria. However,
the worst of all dlsemses was plain starvation which I belleve caused more
deaths than any of the other dlseases.

Treatment Qf Patients

At the Marshansk cemp, which had a capaclty of 20 thousend to 25 thousand

POWs, there was one male Soviet doctor in charge whose responsibility appeared
+to be to decide which of the POWs were able to work and which were not. The
treatment of patlents at Mershensk was left to the feldshers. In addition

to Soviet feldshers at thls cemp, there were also Hungerien and Czechoslovaklan
feldshers but there were no Germen feldshers. Treatment of the prisoners was
very limited and in some cases non-exlstent because of the lack of medical
supplies. :|no Germsn POW doctors at Marshansk although there were .. —_
several Hungerisn POW doctors. '

At Mekssy where the capacity of the camp was five thousend POWs, to the best
of my knowledge there wes regularly only one male Soviet doctor in charge,
although at different times other mele and female doctors appeasred in the
cemp. There were also about 20 POW doctors, including German, Rumanlan and
Hungerien POWs and several POW feldshT:SJ_Thgrg_v@s alsc one dentist although

leny dental trestment

At one time in late 1946 there were over two thousand sick prisoners at
Meksay and even though it was lmposelble for the one Soviet doctor to see
all the patients to determine if they could work, none of the POW doctors
were allowed to decide whether & prisoner was able %o work or not.

There was one Soviet feldsher at Meksay who was in complete charge of all
medication to sick prisoners. The 20 POW doctors were each glven a certain
area of the camp to take care of as well as certaln sick berrecks. Patlents
with contegious diseases were placed in speclal barrecks. These doctors had
nothing to do except visit the patients and talk with them because they had
no sccesg to any of the cemp medicines end they were not allowed to make
diagnoses or to decide which of the prisoners were uneble to work.

The usual method of treatment snd medicetion was most inefflcient. The

20 Germesn, Rumanian and Hungarien POW doctors each night reported to the

Boviet feldgher how many sick prisoners he had in hils particuler cemp area

end as far es possible, summsrize the dlagnosis in each case. At the same

time, the feldsher also recelved a report from the sick or hospltal

berracks and he then compared the two lists and decided how to dispense the
dications he hed avallable.

i} the only medIcation dispensed by
the feldsher was espirin in those cases where he personally thought it
necessary. Actually, only a small number of the persons on the two sick
lists received aspirin from the feldsher, who always administered 1t
personally.

There were exceptions to this generel procedure of the dispensiﬁg of
rmad" cation. | |one of these exceptions tock plac
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1t was at this time that a commission of medicael doctors from Moscow inspected

the medlcal facilities at the camp; and Just prior to the arrival of the

Moscow commission, the head doctor came through the hospital barracks and
50X1 happened | .4This_daf'tor then said to one
50x1 of the Hungerien POW doctord 4 the next dsy a

women doctor } Goldstein During the next 50X1
50X1 eight days, three injections which reduced the fever and | 550X
50X1 ] . the

injections were peniciliin.

50X11.1, hospital and had been at Maksay for some time, |1:| 50X
on of medical doctors from Moscow msde periodic visits which
were known about eight days before their arrival at the camp because the
Soviet doctor in charge always called all of the POW doctors and feldshers
into his office and told them thet all the patlente were to be weshed, shaved
and told to answer "We have enough to eat" if they were asked. During the
time the commission was in the camp, patlents recelved fair treatment; but
after they had departed, it was the same story all over asgain, The head of
the medical commission wes s general of the army and he personslly visited
all of the sick barracks as well as the kitchen. in the 50X1
kitchen on one of these inspections and watched this general put a spoon in .
one of the soup caldrons, stir 1t eround and sample the food. His remarks
were "Good food, good f£ood" and he ate & liberal rortion. That night, the
general hed a review of all the POWs and he asked one man why he was so thin
and looked so starved, The prisoner said the soup was thin and the general
sald "I saw it todey; what thick soup you have."

Dia.gnoses

12, As I have stated above » the Soviet doctor in charge made all dlagnoses
thet were made and none of the POW doctors were ever allowed to make
dlegnoses. Meksay was s POW labor camp and every prisoner who could
Possibly do any work was needed. The Soviet camp officlals were afraid
that the POW doctors, particulerly the Germans, would feel sympethetic
for German prisoners and leave et the camp some sick prisoners who might
still be sble to do some work.

13. Dileagnoses were very lnaccurate and were made without any real exemination,
The routine Procedure called for the sick Drisoners to enter the doctor's
office where the patient was glven & very brief opportunity to describe his
paing. The doctor then erbitrarily mede his diagnosis. In some cases, a
patient's temperature was then taken and if it wes 10LO or above » he was
sent to the hospital or sick berrecks; but if it was below thet, he was
usually sent back to his barracks and he had to go out and work the next
dey. As I have mentioned sbove » except for unusual periocds of time , the
only medication wes espirin,

1k, There was only one regular exsminetion berlod each day and that was between
six and seven o'clock in the evening. However, the camp doctor did have
afternoon office hours for the sick patlents in the camp. The evening office
hour wes for prisoners after they returned from work; but if eny prisoner aw
became 111 during the night, he still had to g0 out to work the next day
because there were no exeminations in the morning and he had no chance gt
the afternoon office hours.

Attitude of Medicel Personnel Toward the Patients

15. The attitude of Soviet doctors eldshers toward Germen ratients depended
entlrely on the person. ﬂone Soviet doctor from Georgle at Maksay
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50X1
who wag terrible. He did not seem to care one bit gbout the Germen patients
end sppeared happy if they died. On the other hend,| |Soviet doctors 501
ahd particularly feldshers who expreéssed sympathy toward the patients and
helped them a& mich as possible with the limited supplies and facilities
available. At one time at Maksey, there was a womsn Boviet doctor who
actuslly was of German nstionality from the Volga and she was especielly
sympathetic. She talked Germen to the prisoners; but as & result of trylng
4o help them too much and showing too much sympathy, she herself was trans-~
ferred from this cemp.

Every once in a while, the camp commender would meke the announcement thet
there would not be any sick prisoners tomorrow and that everyone in the camp
would go out to work. Sc the next day there was no one slok, everybedy went
owt to work and that night, the prisoner populstlon of the camp decreased by
the death of a number of prisoners during the dey who were actually too sick
to have left their barracks. ianother cccagion when the camp
commepnder decided that there would only be 15 prisoners sick on a certain day
and he sunounced that ell the other prisoners were all right and would go to
work. It was all completely unreasonable.

Description of Hospital Facilities

At Marshansk, there was a main hospitael in one of the permanent bulldings but
1t wes used almost exclusively for sick Soviet Army personnel. The prisoner
hospitel were barracks and' in addition, there was a very primltive infirmary
which would not be recognized as such in the US.

At Msksey, & number of barracks served as the hospital. There was alsoc an
infirmary which served as the doctor's offlce. Eech barracks held up to 100
slck patlents. Both the sick barracks and the regulsr priscner barracks st
this cemp were sctuslly large holes in the ground over which a roof had been
placed and send placed on the roofs. There were very few above-ground
bulldings, except for the permenent stone bulldlngs, because of the very
cold westher and snow cover. The hospital barracks were not heated and
there were no beds in them, the patlents belng stretched out in rows on
wooden plenks over the dlrt floor. There were no mattresses but every two
prisoners shered one blanket. Prlsoners had very little clothing.

The floor level of the barracks was ebout two meters below the level of the
ground and 1t was reached by steps at one end of the hole. All of the barracks
origlnally had wodden plenks for floor covering but becsuse previous prisoners
hed teken up the planks during cold spells and burned them for heat, some

of the berracks only had sand or dirt floors. Plenk floors that had been
burned were never replaced by the Soviet camp officlals. Dach barracks had
two windows in front and two windows in back, eech sbout one foot above the
ground level. Double~deck bunke in the regular POW barracks provided
accommodations for 200 prisoners.

The Germen POW doctors in charge of the sick or hospltal berracks tried to
keep them &8s clean as possible which was difficult under the clrcumstance
of partielly dirt floors. The camp doctor dld not care sbout cleanliness
and none of the prisoners were washed sfter the initlel admittance except
on speciel occasions. Washing facillities for the prisoners were not made
svalleble to the German POW doctors.

8ick prisoners were fed three times & day, receiving 500 grems of soup and
two pleces of white bread for breeskfast and s small bowl of rice or a wheat
and barley mixture with two pleces of bread at the noon snd evening meals.
The soup for sick prisoners was supposed to be better than what the so-called
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well prisoners received. The meals were sometimes served by Germen and
Hungarian feldshers if they were available or by other prisoners. This was

8 covéted prison task because 1t afforded the opportunity to obtain extra’
food 1n the case of those patients who had just died but for whom & ration
had been provided. ~Whén thé Soviet doctor from Georgle was the chief medical
officer of the camp, no Germen feldshers were allowed to serve the patients.

T

50X1

Efforts To Keep Camp Clean

22, The POWs in the Meksay ceamp did what they could to keep it clean and free
from lice but efforts in this direction were not very successful. Prior to
the use of Mekssy for German POWs, 1%t had been used for Soviet political
prisoners who left it in a miserable and very dirty condition upon being
transferred from it. It was never possible to completely rid any of the
barracks of lice. Because of the dirt walls and floors, 1t was slmost
{mpossible to keep the barracks clean. The only permenent stone builldings
at Meksey were the infirmary, the administration bullding, barracks for 50X1
Soviet personnel and the kitchen.

23, There was always & shortage of food at all of the POW camps | 5‘0X1
That wes one of the worst parts of beilng a prisoner of war.

50X1

Attempts to Proselybim into Communist Party

2k, In the four POW camps | |including Marshensk, Maksay, 50X1
and. two other cemps in the Orsk area, no attempts were ever made
into the Communiet Perty. These four camps were known as lsbor cemps and 50X1
the entire effort was directed toward squeezing out as much work from the
prisoners as possible. Although the prisoners were exposed on & regular
besls to Communist propegenda, no real effort was made to intensively
influence the prisoners to become Communlsts because there was no time for
this.

25. \ \prisoners thet in the rest camps, the treatment was 50X1
different and serious attempts were made to proselyligeprisoners into the
Communiet Party. There was one rest camp in Mednogorsk’uhere the prisoners
were thoroughly indoctrinated but it did not mske much sense because when a
(German prisoner reached & rest camp, it was too late for indoctrination.
Most of the rest camp prisoners died anyways .

50X1

26. There wes an enti-Fascist officer in the Meksay camp who seemed to be in
charge of disseminating propeganda. He organized what was known as &
"Red Cormer" in each barracks and the POWs that were drafted for this
"Red, Corner" detail put up slogens, pictures and other propagande.
that the director of the "Red Cormer" in one of the barracks| \ s0x1
asslgned was & German Junlor officer who definitely did not went this job
but was forced to do it., EHe was also forced to talk the Communist line in
lectures to the other POWs. However, there were other POWs in the "Red
Corner" who voluntarily jJoined the anti-Fascist office because the £ood
rations were doubled for these people.

'the Soviet camp personnel actually wanted to make
members of the Communist Party out of any of the prisoners. They wanted
to spread as thoroughly es possible Communist propaganda but membership -in
the party was something else. What was actually wanted in the labor cemps
wes work, work, work. - :

27.

50X1
T MEA CODES
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